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FOR LAND ’S SAKE  

Fall 2024 

OUR 
MISSION: 

The mission of the Codington Conservation District is to make available technical, 
financial and educational resources to ensure the conservation of and wise use of 
soil, water and related natural resources for the benefit of its residents.  

District Board 

of Supervisors 

Ken Bunde, Chairman 

Bonnie Oletzke, Vice Chairman 

Mike Paulsen, Supervisor 

Ben Schleusner, Supervisor 

Dan Kahnke, Supervisor 

Bradley Bunde, Advisor 

District Employees 

Deanna Kunkel, District Manager 

NRCS Employees 

Ryan Mar, District Conservationist 

Linda Sumner, Soil Conservationist 

Eric Landmark, Soil Conservationist 

Levi Campion, Compliance Specialist 

Joe Mayrose, PF Farm Bill Biologist 

Board Meeting Schedule 

January 7th - 9:00 AM 

February 4th - 9:00 AM 

March 4th - 9:00 AM 

 

Public is welcome to attend.  

Notices posted on USDA office door. 

THANK YOU! 

Now is the time to start planning for 

your 2025 Tree Plantings! 

Grant Funding for Trees 

The Codington Conservation District has cost share assistance for those looking to 

renovate shelterbelts.  You could receive up to 45% of the full project in funding.   

 

The cost to the landowners to add or renovate a shelterbelt is often prohibitive.  This 

is an option to enable the projects to move forward.  As with any State of S.D. grant, 

this cost share will be available to landowners/operators who are not eligible for any 

other funding through government programs to plant trees. Cost share is not 

available for “farmstead only” plantings.  All grants approved are obligated on a first 

come, first served basis, to those who qualify.  Call 605-882-4989 ext. 3. 

 

USDA Programs for Trees 

There are currently cost share options through the CRP program for tree plantings, 

as well. You may be eligible for not only cost share opportunities, but to receive 

future payments on those trees.  Call  the Farm Service Agency to inquire about the 

CRP Program. Call 605-886-8202.    

Don’t Remove Tree Tubes Too Soon 
By: Dr. John Ball 

A common problem with tree tubes is that trees will 

sometimes fall over once the tubes are removed. Tree 

tubes protect seedlings from rabbits and deer (browsing 

and rubbing) as well as mechanical injury from weed 

eaters. They also provide a “mini-greenhouse” that 

improves the growing environment for the young trees 

resulting in better survival and growth.  

 

The downside is the rapid terminal growth comes at the expense of diameter growth. 

The protective tubes limit swaying in the wind, an important trigger for diameter growth, 

so the trees in the tubes do not develop the proper taper. If the tubes are removed after 

the tree just begins to grow above the top, the slender stem will often bend completely 

over as it cannot support the top.  

 

The solution is to either remove the tube while the tree is still small and not peeking out 

above the tube (though this eliminates the protection) or leave it in the tube until the 

tree’s trunk is almost filling it and the canopy is far above it. As the tree increases in 

height above the tube, the trunk will sway and develop the 

necessary taper.  

 

The worst time to remove the tube is just after the tree has 

branched out above the tube. These young branches are heavy 

since they now have room to expand but the trunk is still too 

slender to support it.  
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Help Us CONSERVE! 

We know our mailing list might be 

outdated. We want to hear from YOU! 

Help us keep things current. 

Newsletter is also offered by email.  

The Codington Conservation 

District Supervisors and District 

Manager would like to thank all 

of our loyal customers! YOU 

are what keeps our business 

going. Let’s keep putting 

Conservation On The Ground! 

Follow us on Facebook! 



Tree Planting Info & Requirements  
CCD plantings will not be completed for those unwilling or unable to meet the following requirements. 

• With any of the above, the site will need to be disked an additional 1-2 times the summer and fall prior and 1-
2 times in the spring until it’s a fine, garden soil like consistency. Roots seal better, have a better survival 
rate, and weed barriers go on better with a well worked area.  

• We recommend applying and incorporating Treflan prior to the last pass of disking. This helps with weed control.  
• The land will need to be evaluated by the district office before a tree plan can be made and a planting scheduled.  
• Trees need to be kept totally weed free. If you want to have a weed barrier installed please let us know.  
• Trees will need to be well, but not overly, watered (2-3Xs per week the first year) for best survival and results.  
• Cost-share may be available for participants of FSA Farm Program, or through NRCS or JRWDD.  

Arbor Day Essay 

Coming up this spring we have a couple of opportunities for students to get involved with conservation. 
Students in the 5th and 6th grade have the opportunity to write an essay or poem on the importance of Arbor 
Day and trees and why we celebrate Arbor Day in South Dakota. There are cash prizes for the top three 
places and each student that participates will get a free tree from the district. Entries are due at the Codington  
Conservation Office in March (Date TBD). Contact the office with any questions. 

Youth Opportunities Coming Up 

• If the future tree planting site has remnants of an old tree belt, or is sod, alfalfa, or in other ways unbroken ground, it 
must be fallowed by August 1st of the year prior to planting.  

• If the future tree planting site currently has trees on it, the area needs to be cleared and the ground disked 2 falls 
(ie:2023, 2024) before a spring planting (in 2025) can be completed. This allows smaller roots left behind to 
decompose and helps prevent injury to tree planters or damage to our machinery.  

• Corn, soybean, or other crop stubble needs to be disked the year prior to planting to give it a chance to decompose.  

Rangeland Days: A Hands-On Learning Experience for Kids 

The 40th annual Rangeland Days and 19th annual 
Soil Days brought together over 100 kids from across 
South Dakota for an exciting two-day event. Held in 
Watertown on June 12-13, this educational 
experience is designed to deepen students' 
understanding of natural resources and land 
management. 

Among the participants was Karlie Kammerer, a 
home-schooled junior from Piedmont, who finds 
beauty in the small details of nature. She marvels at 
how slender blades of western wheatgrass and 
clusters of golden Alexander flowers contribute to a 
healthy ecosystem. Karlie has witnessed firsthand 
the benefits of her family’s holistic ranching practices, 
which harmonize prairie plants, grazing cattle, and 
native wildlife. These practices are integral to her 
family’s fourth-generation ranching legacy. 

Armed with a plant identification guide, Karlie spent the event examining grasses and shrubs across the rolling hills of 
northern Deuel County. The contests, which see 4-H and FFA members evaluating land properties, soil, and plants, 
offer a comprehensive look at environmental stewardship. Krista Ehlert, a range specialist with South Dakota State 
University (SDSU) Extension, highlighted the importance of this education, noting, “This is really to help promote 
education on and about our most threatened national resource in the state: grasslands.” 

Participants, ranging from ages 8 to 18, compete in divisions that cover range, land (or soil), and homesite 
evaluations. They also display their knowledge through tabletop presentations. The hands-on approach not only 
enriches their understanding but also provides valuable insights into careers related to natural resources, which are 
crucial for the Northern Plains' economy. 

The event’s impact is also seen through former participants like Randi Tivis and Landon Wolter. Now working for 
NRCS, they returned to guide new participants. Tivis and Wolter led a group of scouts, teaching them how to identify 
various plant species and the fundamentals of rangeland judging. Wolter emphasized the importance of getting down 
in the grass, saying, “You’re not really range judging if you don’t have grass stains on your knees at the end of the 
day.” 

One of the newcomers, Lidia Dupraz, an incoming 
sophomore at Deubrook High School, found the day 
more enjoyable than she expected and earned first 
place in the Scouts range judging division. Across the 
pasture, other kids engaged in soil judging, where 
NRCS soil scientist Lance Howe instructed them on 
analyzing soil layers, runoff, and erosion. Howe 
provided practical tips on what to look for and how to 
assess soil health. 

Rangeland Days continues to be a significant event, 
nurturing a new generation of environmental 
stewards. By learning about and engaging with 
grasslands and soil, these young participants are 
preparing to play a crucial role in preserving South 
Dakota’s natural resources for the future. 

 

This article, along with accompanying photos, is adapted from an article by Janelle Atyeo, published in Tri-
State Neighbor. Read the full article here: https://tinyurl.com/mr2xce99 

Randi Tivis, left, Casey Wenzlaff and Karlie Kammerer discuss plant 
identification during Rangeland Days in Deuel County June 12. 

Kammerer was selected as South Dakota’s delegate to the High 
School Youth Forum put on by the Society for Range Management. 

Autumn Kunkel, 8, of Watertown looks on as SDSU Extension Range 
Specialist Krista Ehlert digs up a plant. Working with younger kids is 

a “kick in the pants,” Ehlert said. “They’re super fun and they’re 
excited and curious and ask good questions.”  



Check your plantings 

For fabric girdling! 
By: Dr. John Ball 

Dr. John Ball had another call to a young windbreak 
(about 12-year old trees) where some of the pines in the 
row were stunted and dying. “Once I pulled the sod off 
the top of the fabric, the fabric was found to be 
imbedding in the stunted trees (but not the healthy 
ones).” As mentioned several times in the Update this 
year, once soil and litter covers the fabric, it will not 
deteriorate. If only narrow slits were made when the 
seedlings were pulled through 
the fabric at planting, sometimes 
the fabric will not yield as the 
tree trunks expand and instead 
the fabric becomes imbedded. 
Eventually this can cut off the 
movement of food from the 
needles to the roots. This will kill 
the tree as the roots starve. 

Soil - Don’t Till it, Feed it! 

Keep Soil Covered as much as possible Residue saves 
on next year’s fertilizer costs Grazing uses residue as 

forage & builds soil health. 
 

Removing residue removes nutrients. 
“A ton of dry harvested corn residue contains 17# of 
nitrogen, 4 # of phosphorus, 34# of potash  & 3 # of 

sulfur.  It could add up to $32.61 of fertilizer!” 

- Soil Health Coalition - 

Tree Items 

Tree Tubes 
Tree tubes are a hot seller lately. They are perfect for keeping deer, rabbits, and other rodents out of 
your newly planted trees. The tubes also produce a greenhouse effect on trees giving them    a great 
head start. They are easy to install and worth your time. Each tube comes with a fiberglass  stake, 
tube, and ties. We have 5’ tubes on hand that cost $10.00 each for the whole system. If you are 
planting a shelter belt through CRP ask about cost share on tubes! 

Plantskydd 
If you have deer problems in your yard Plantskydd is your answer. It is 100% natural and can be used 
on everything from trees, shrubs, and flowers. It lasts 3-4 months in the summer, 6 months over the 
winter, and through any rain or snowstorm that we get. We have a variety of sprays and granular 
products to best suit your yard. 

Tree Gators 
Tree Gators are great for keeping your trees watered with little effort from you. They can be in- stalled 
in minutes with no tools. Each bag slowly releases water up to 9 hours, preventing run off  and 
evaporation. Just fill the bag with water and your tree will be watered for days. We have two different 
types; one for evergreens and one for other trees, which is pictured. Each are $25.00. 

Terex Utilities donates and plants trees 

Terex Utilities recently demonstrated its commitment to environmental stewardship by 
donating and planting trees at two locations in Watertown. In addition to planting 15 
Meyer spruce trees at their facility near Interstate 29, Terex’s Sustainability Champion, 
Alicia Haich, collaborated with Deanna Kunkel, Manager of the Codington Conservation 
District, to identify a community site for additional plantings. Kunkel suggested Memorial 
Park at Lake Kampeska, a public space where everyone could benefit from the new 
greenery. 

The Terex Sustainability Committee embraced the idea, leading to the planting of 20 
trees in Memorial Park, including paper birch, river birch, autumn blaze maples, and 
Japanese lilac trees. Kunkel noted that the variety of trees would be beneficial to the 
park’s landscape. This project aligns with Terex’s mission to promote sustainability 
and contribute to the well-being of the communities where they operate. 

More helpful information can be found here: https://
extension.sdstate.edu/tree-pest-alert 

• Mulching ornamental trees to keep soil 

warmer longer into fall and also keep 
winter soil temps from dropping too 
low that can kill tree roots. 

• Treatment for Pine Wilt disease is 

cutting down the tree and burning the 
wood. DO NOT PILE IT! Pine Wilt 
disease only attacks the exotic pines. Our ponderosa 
pines are  tolerant of the disease while Scotch and 
Austrian Pines are highly susceptible to the infection. 

• Raking of any infested fallen 

apple fruit under your trees. 
This will help prevent apples 
diseases next spring with 
the codling moth. 
Insecticidal sprays can be 
applied in the spring as the apples are beginning to 
form. Do not spray while the trees are in bloom. 

• The spruce spider mite is a cool season mite, so it is 

not active nor effectively treated during hot weather. 
However, the time is within the next few weeks. The 

mites cause the damage in 
spring or fall but we see the 
bronzing and needle loss in the 
summer. Commercial applicators 
do the best job of managing the 
mites. Miticides containing 
Bifenazate or Acephate as the  
active ingredients are the most often used. 

• A great way to get a jump start on broadleaf weeds is 

to have Casoron applied in the winter. Casoron is a 
granular chemical that is applied when the ground is 
froze. It helps control weeds like dandelions, thistle 
and kochia in the upcoming growing season for your 
tree belts —young and old. 

• Once leaves have dropped, choose a 

nice fall day to check on your fabric in 
your plantings. A sharp hay knife will 
split the fabric easily by the trunks of 
the trees. Girdling WILL kill the tree as 
roots starve. The fabric has done its 
job once the trees have canopied. 

Treatments to Begin Now 
As recommended by Dr. John Ball, SDSU 

New website helps consumers connect with local producers 

PIERRE, SD – It’s no secret that consumers are hungry for safe, healthy, sustainable, locally grown 
food. South Dakota’s small scale and urban producers are stepping up to the plate by learning how to 
improve their land, their environment, and their communities while producing nutritious food. Now the 
South Dakota Soil Health Coalition and its partners have launched a new website to help local 
producers and consumers find each other.   
 
The South Dakota Fresh Connect website (www.sdfreshconnect.com) allows producers and farmers 
markets to create free accounts and public profiles to list their available products on a map. 
Consumers, restaurants, markets, and other organizations can also create free accounts to locate the nearest sources for 
the goods they need and directly contact the producers. Users can  narrow their searches by location and specific 
products.    
 
"South Dakota Fresh Connect is the ultimate platform for connecting South Dakota consumers with our local, farm-fresh 
produce,” said SDSHC Soil Health Technician Chris Goldade, who also owns and operates Flat Rock Farms near 
Westport, SD. “The detailed farm profile allows us to showcase our unique growing practices and the quality of our 
offerings. With free search capabilities, anyone can easily find our contact information and discover the freshest, 
healthiest food available. By using Fresh Connect, we can introduce new, exciting products to our local residents and 
support a thriving local food economy.”  
 
The website will also list resources and educational opportunities to help small scale and urban farmers improve their soil, 
drought resilience, and operational sustainability.  
 
SDSHC is able to provide the South Dakota Fresh Connect website with assistance from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service through the Intensifying Soil Health Knowledge and Implementation 
of Urban Agriculture Project.  To learn more about the website and create a free account, visit www.sdfreshconnect.com. 
To learn more about the South Dakota Soil Health Coalition and its mission to improve the state’s soils and communities, 
visit www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org or contact the Coalition at sdsoilhealth@gmail.com or 605-280-4190.  



Join us on March 15th, 2025, for a Fruit Tree Trimming Training 
led by Dr. John Ball! 

Stay tuned to our Facebook page for more details, or contact our  
office if you're not on Facebook.  






